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beneath which it takes shelter. But all these forms
have the same purpose, which consists in diminishing
our sufferings here on earth, and in opening to our
hopes infinite horizons.

The spiritualisation of the essence of immortality
renders the conciliation of doctrines more and more
easy. Yet we should do wrong to seek to impose it as
a simple dogma. Faith in immortality, as well as its
favourite form, is only the product of our personal
consciousness. Mankind has dispensed with them for
ages. The loftiest consciences succeeded in existing
without the aid of faith in immortality, as the most
admirable and the most moral men will be able to
develop without its assistance.

We may cite a thinker like John Stuart Mill, who
was at the same time the most honest of men, to whom
the idea of eternity was even odious.

He tells us that, in a higher and especially a happier
existence, it would not be annihilation, but immortal-
ity, whose idea would become unbearable. The man
who is well satisfied with the present, and in no haste
to leave it, would nevertheless be sincerely distressed
by the thought that he was chained through eternity
to a life which he would not be sure of desiring always
to retain.

The more and more strongly marked variety of doc-
trines and their emancipation from the ruder articles
of faith, when these are not in harmony with the
elementary data of good sense and of knowledge, have
resulted in softening the English who, in former times,
separated the atheists from the believers.

A closer connection, based upon a reciprocal under-
standing, is also showing itself in this domain among
fair-minded men. True believers are permitting them-